
 

 

For over 100 years, the Order of the Arrow (OA) has recognized Scouts and Scouters who 
best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives.  This recognition provides 
encouragement for others to live these ideals as well.  Arrowmen are known for maintaining 
camping traditions and spirit, promoting year-round and long term resident camping, and 
providing cheerful service to others.  OA service, activities, adventures, and training for 
youth and adults are models of quality leadership development and programming that enrich 
and help to extend Scouting to America's youth. 

Mission of the Order of the Arrow 
The mission of the Order of the Arrow is to fulfill its purpose as an integral part of the Boy 
Scouts of America through positive youth leadership under the guidance of selected capable 
adults. 

Purpose of the Order of the Arrow 
As Scouting’s National Honor Society, our purpose is to: 

 Recognize those who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives and 
through that recognition cause others to conduct themselves in a way that warrants 
similar recognition. 

 Promote camping, responsible outdoor adventure, and environmental stewardship as 
essential components of every Scout’s experience, in the unit, year-round, and in 
summer camp. 

 Develop leaders with the willingness, character, spirit and ability to advance the 
activities of their units, our Brotherhood, Scouting, and ultimately our nation. 

 Crystallize the Scout habit of helpfulness into a life purpose of leadership in cheerful 
service to others. 

History of the Order of the Arrow 
In 1915, Camp Director E. Urner Goodman and Assistant Camp Director Carroll A. Edson 
searched for a way to recognize select campers for their cheerful sprits of service at Treasure 
Island Scout Camp in the Delaware River.  Goodman and Edson founded the Order of the 
Arrow when they held the first Ordeal Ceremony on July 16th of that year.  By 1921, as the 
popularity of the organization spread to other camps, local lodges attended the first national 
gathering called a Grand Lodge Meeting. 



The Order of the Arrow was one of many camp honor societies that existed at local Scout 
camps across the country.  As the years went on and more camps adopted the Order of the 
Arrow’s program, it gained prominence and became part of the national Boy Scout program 
in 1934.  By 1948, the OA, recognized as the BSA's national brotherhood of honor campers, 
became an official part of the Boy Scouts of America.  Toward the end of the twentieth 
century, the OA expanded its focus to include conservation, high adventure, and servant-
leadership. 

Throughout the years, the Order of the Arrow has played an integral role in the program of 
the Boy Scouts and in the community service its members contribute to their 
communities.  To date, more than one million people have been members of the Order of 
the Arrow. 

Presently, the Order of the Arrow consists of nearly 300 lodges, which form approximately 
48 sections in four regions.  Leadership positions and voting rights are restricted to members 
under the age of 21.  Through the program, members live up to the ideals of brotherhood, 
cheerfulness, and service set forth by E. Urner Goodman and Carroll A. Edson. 

HISTORY OF TUTELO LODGE 

Tutelo Lodge 161 was formed on January 1, 1973 by the merger of Powhatan Lodge 456 (Blue 
Ridge Council, Roanoke, VA) and Koo Koo Ku Hoo Lodge 161 (Piedmont Area Council, 
Lynchburg, VA). It serves as the Order of the Arrow Lodge for Blue Ridge Mountains Council 
headquartered in Roanoke, Virginia. 

The totem of Tutelo Lodge is three red arrows crossed in the center pointing upwards placed in 
the center of a bronze shield. 

Powhatan Lodge 456 was formed in 1951 at Camp Powhatan in Pulaski County. Koo Koo Ku Hoo 
Lodge 161 was formed as Ne-Pah-Win Lodge 161 in 1939 at Camp Tye Brook in Nelson County 
(the lodge changed its name to Koo Koo Ku Hoo around 1952). 

 


